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EARL  MOUNTBATTEN

April to August 1947
T ORD LOUIS MOUNTBATTEN, now EarlMountbatten

of Burma, was born at Frogmore House, Windsor,
on 25th June 1900, the second son of Admiral of the Fleet
Prince Louis of Battenberg, afterwards first Marquess of
Milford Haven, by Princess Victoria, daughter of Louis IV,
Grand Duke of Hesse, and Princess Alice of Great Britain.
The Battenberg family descend morganatically from an
earlier Grand Duke of Hesse, and were distinguished for their
talents and looks* Prince Louis, an extremely able sailor,
was First Sea Lord at the beginning of the First World
War, and after it was raised to the peerage, when he
changed his name to Mountbatten. One of his daughters
married Prince Andrew of Greece and is mother of the Duke
of Edinburgh, and the other is Crown Princess of Sweden.
His second son, Louis, was educated at Osborne,
Dartmouth, and Christ's College, Cambridge; and after
serving in HJMLS, Lion and Queen Elizabeth, Lord Beatty's
flagships, and in submarines during the First World War,
he became Lieutenant R.N. in 1919. Three years later he
married the Hon. Edwina Ashley, elder daughter of
Wilfrid, Lord Mount Temple, and granddaughter of Sir
Ernest Casselj the well-known financier and friend of
King Edward VIL He was mechanically-minded and able
with Ms hands, and as a specialist in wireless and signals
he became a Senior Instructor in the Royal Navy Signal
School in 1929 and Meet Wireless Officer in the Medi-
terranean, and Commander R.N, in the following year. He
was known as a serious and daring officer with new if
imorthodox views, and was marked out for promotion*
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